
oou.ITt YOU;'; Br.::s.sINGS P salm 4~; 

IlGod. is our ref\16e and strell.{,th, a very peesent help in 

troublel1 'fhese ~'Ords from the 4~th Psalm tLffirm the wonuerful 

Goa ,.ho made U5 ana. sustains us. This Pes-1m pre~ents the mi&1t 

bnU vo""er of the Lore.: ":-te uttered his voice, the earth melte<... 

It also speaks of the desolation he has IZI8Q8 in the earth by 

aescribing the noise that is causea br cuttint the weapons of 

war into pieces . Then follow the breathtakins \t,:OrdS I IIBe still 

and know that I bJI GoJ, I 'filli be praise;). amol16 the nations r 

"ill be exalted in the earth" . Sooner or later the blessEKo 

person learns that If Go<. is to pley an important role in 

Ufe , he must pause t') listen in quietness. Today, on ThwUw

giving ~Wld.ay , .,.e are here for praise ana thaIlKs(;ivi.nc . In 

epite "}f t..'1e tW'f!loll of the l'or.J..o. and tt'1'!: worries we lave eJ':

perienceu, we ~re here count" our bless:..ncs. If we CO:::~ are 

our lives with those who celebr13.ted t.: e f.rat thanksuiving on 

our IShores, we wee how ~'les'" ....·e are . The j)OOrest among us 18 

f'abulously rich compared at those who s8J"lil SOflCS of prahe on 

our shores 2 cen, 8£0. As the river Nile .t:io\lo~ in c.gypt some 

.... ~ miles in sin,gular trandeur with()u1.. :me tribut8I')'1ti d.ie~rf,-

1.ng bounty ana. fertlll.ty, 80 our God has b..(es cd us. ~e can 

8h~ut and ainr. "0 give thanks unto the Loro for his mercy en

dures forever' . 

The l36th P8a~ from which that verse c as is unique in the 

in eBcn of' its )6 verses the one cissue "for his mercy enaures 
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forever" i8 repeated. 36 tinles , his aercy endures forever . Ju: 

as the Psalmist heart was bursting with gratituae so immense 

he could not contain it, 80 we can 8ay "0 eive thanks to the 

'Ii# God or god. . the Lord of lord." .s we think about thank-

J'ulne... • 

iecent.y I read about e an ~1 because of tne nature 

his employment , e~perienced perio~ of no work when the weathe! 

w s bad . He fretted about his children ~ho had worn out 8h~e8 . 

OM had 'leen W5~ his toot 8.5 a rake for a coaster WagOD , 

and another haa eKi pad rore too Much. [n the !ast the wtU~ 

rnnC!1Ul8 woke down• . na~ Teing an ad for a used wasner he came 

to a lar e .:.uusion. Before enterinr , h..s resentment boiled 

over . Some pe )1'le had the aL. the cOlDf...rts ...:t ore I w!..J..le 

others, incl.utlne nimself , had to IItuggle Just for the neE·3..... 

aities . Upon enle-1ng the • tchen wit_ all its ~erl'\ cor.

veniences, he t")UL lt tc himself, nil".. heppy my Wlfe waul be 

...0 have a Kitcben lia thi~u . Hls thankfulnes:I "as great, 

howevar, wnen the ,~u~ e asked a very reasonab~e price ~or tae 

,,-asher. ,\a tte raad.e the traasact....on he could not hel;" ut rem.arl 

about his cnildren ' 8 shoes and then BSY"--ll£: "It ust oe wonc1er

tul to have everythlOL . You must. be very h:y;r/' . 

Tnereupon the woam n ran trom the rlO:: , sobb.ng . Perplexed 

he asked if 18 had 8 id anytJ1ing w;!:"()I1( . .0 .u.ch the owner of 

+he mansion 9a10 " e have ?nly one chil I • little (irl . ~he 

~ never walxeG. a step ...n . er ...ife . A 1 of ;Orn out shoes 
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would make us very happy . 

The man went home , fe1l on his knees and thanked God for 

two \>rurn out pairs of ijbaas . From then on he began t~ 

God for his blessings rather than maenifying the ineqpities 

of life . 

One of the most important things for which the Psalmist 

was thanking God for was the rich heritage God had bestowed 

upon Israel. His people were free , no longer did 3gyptians 

whips lash them . They were no longer slaves . They were in 

their own land \t,'{)rshipping God with dignity_ 

We can thank God for a rich heritage , too . We can thank him 

for the right to worship , the rich to hear the message of Gods 

saving grace in Jesus Christ . We often take the goodness and 

mercy of God for granted. Every seat in every church ought to 

be filled. l!.'very heart ought to be filled with overflowing 

when we remember the goodness of God to our people . 

Many years ago , King Alfonso of Aragon we,s imp/on for his 

unselfish Christian life . Unfortunately, the pwople of his 

court did not share his sense of graitude twoard the Lord and 

his officers refused to say grace whenever they ate . Since the 

food was already there they did not need to pray for it, and t 

that it was not necessary to thank God for the food the King h 

had already gmven them . To teach them a lessoo, the King ar

ranged a elaborate banquet at which grace wa5 omitted. After 

all were seated, a shabbily dressed tramp strode into the 



dinint. I'Q:JItl J d without woru to the kine or anyone elae , 

with no e<pology for his appeara.'1ce , e sat d:n..n at t.ne Mya1 

table and devoured course efte:- course , I~hen he finished , he 

lett tne room wl.thout a wrd . ,':)uch an act. 4lT"Jused the uests 

t::) a tur-xul of protest . Then l!'~nsa arose and aaio: "You are 

very angry about t ~is poor re...10..., because of UB d.,;..scourteoU8 , 

lind llf'lO"8teful behavior . But , what he has clone only onc , you 

do three tiJrles a day . In 'Jod ' s sight you must be les9 wotrthy 

than the beggar appears to me . For when you £0 to the talue YOl 

nevl,;r "ive & word of re~ ::>en1t...on to 'YOur K1n( , the he8venly 

Father, and when you e filled you ~ your ~ ~~thout 8 ~rQ 

of thanks to the iver ot all th~t 1, oou . 

We i too , in tni3 rich 18J.Jd, ought to be remindea. of him 

who is the source of all that is good . Our foretiathers gathere 

'or two reason•••to feast , and to ive thanks . We usually 

) th flret ••• often for et the eecona•• BJd ~8 taken us by 

the hand. am.. given us luch . 

There is an ancient stowy that 2 -mee.... 8 fIe... to eart.. • 

~ach carriAd a basket , and Wherever anyop~ prayed, the enee... a 

stoppea. and went in . Soon tile basket c3Tried by one "t the 

angela was full and leavy ; but toe other asket re ained 11

most empty. Into th fir, basket were ~ut prayers of petltion. 

Please give this •••1 ·, :ont that ; into the other went " thank 

yoiZ' prayers . 

Let us suggest one more tning. ThliIlksgiving onlybecOIne3 
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real when it makes us conscious of the need of others . 

A gradeschool ~tUC1ent wrote Sen . Hatfield: "I was res8.ing 

the " Weekly Reader and I eaw 8 boyan front , You can see his 

bonap . Would you b~ the cattle from the fanners and it to the 

poor" •••••<\'lOther child wrote "The little boy was eating a 

piect! ,," b !lld thlY should put mO~t:l in their mouth, donjt 

you think? I do . They are starving to death . If we was them 

they would send us food, . hy don't you do eometh.inb?II • • •• • 
. 

and another wrote "I 1cl.'J\If ')t +he money and tax, but does money 

matter mora than lives? I hope not". 

Does money matter more than lives . A spirit of th<!IUt5o.vi~ 

~oulQ mke us conscious of our responsibillties to othe~. 

any of you remenber '1raham Kerr r the v-...ne-toting charis

m tic ' king of the .~tchen'J rami. ..ar face on TI a gener 

ti ago. 

The drive of Kerr and tUa Wl.fc, Treen::, who yroducea t.lta 

sl'lO , parlayed the u:Jallo;ling Gourmet" TV l!Jer_e:!l, best-

Bellini. cookbooks, into 8 multimillion S business with all the 

trinmings - a mansion on Chesepe :'te Bay, 8 yacnt, no $ ,ZXIQ 

kitchen . Kerr was consQiered tee hi ~st pei c OK 1 h ~ory. 

A Christian conversJ.on in 1'17;' ehifted. Kerr's focus !rom 

·O\lI'C"!lt c)okif' to tnA l-'robl "of ,.,'Orl. hung r. odSJ" the 

r:errs live in an Ore ,n religious miss1o~"'"Y complex I ....here 

they have built an energy- efficient 11. • Some ot tneir tort!ll'lt 

t hey gave a ,J I sart "nly no~h for an annua.... inC)! e of 
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~hy the life-style change . Nell , the Kerrs are open about 

t~eir lives . ~ltho seeming~ ' on top of the world'. tney had 

problems - with ma.rriage , children , finances . A near fatal ~ut( 

accident in 19'72 ended the TV series . Treena became a drug 

addict . Just as she was about to be admitted to long term 

hospiaallzation she went to a little church ~here Jesus steppd 

into her life . 

She didn ' t tell her husband about the conversion - he first 

learned of it from a siper-market checker . But as he watched 

her become free of drugs and fear , as he watched her li~ht up 

the lives of their family ,rith love . Graham Kerr , too , asked 

Christ to come into his life . 

'rhe kerrs sold their Maryland estate , and purchased 600 

acres in the Ricky Mountains of Colo for a retreat for married 

couples . Ultimately, tho , they settled in Oregon - in Salem 

,·.here they live the simple life emphasisin.g energy and toad 

conservation. 

Thru ' Youth With a Mission, for which he has ~~rked for a 

number of years unsalried , Kerr eveloped 'Project LORD (Lone 

Range l)evelopment for the World) . It involves bu.ying parcels 

of land in third world countries . a piece of land is turnea 

over to a couple to farm , with the expectation that the farm 

will provide fo~d for the family and a surplus for market as 

well . After a few years the family- buys the property for a 
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small sum. Sfforts are beine C'Jncentrated in Latin America 

at the present time , but it is hoped that thie idea for 

feeding the world ' s hungry will be taken up ana used e~5ewhere 

by other or~anization! . Kerr trave~s arouna the .orla pro-

DOtine; Operation WRD t which b !Supported by people who send 

"S, here and $'! there" . 

You and I need a mission this Thanksgiviat. We need to 

count our blessings . ~e need to focus our attention on the 

One who is source of al..l 'fie have . And ""8 who have been 

bountifully blessed, let us be a blessing to others . 


